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SeLeciton a/ M aie1iiait 
Draperies are hung at the sides of the window 
with or without glass curtains. Treatment and mate-
rials used depends upon the character of the room 
and whether you want them to be part of the back-
ground or part of the foreground. If your room has a 
formal or masculine feel you will use brocades, sat-
ins, moires, plaids, checks, strips and nubby textures; 
however if your room has an informal or feminine 
feel you will use ruffied organdy, sheer cotton, cali-
coes, chintz, cretonne, percale, or novelty cottons. 
If your room is small or dark you will want the 
drapes to be part of the background. The color or 
colors will blend with the wall. If the room is light 
and large and the drapes are to be part of the fore-
ground they will be tied in with the other furnishings. 
The colors can be more of a contrast to the walls. 
A closely woven plain weave will usually make a 
stronger and more durable drape. Twill weave tends 
to sag and a satin catches or snags easily. 
Lined draperies are seldom washed. The draper-
ies might pucker because the two materials do not 
shrink alike. They can be dry cleaned or ripped apart 
and washed separately. 
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If the drapery is to be laundered it should be pre-
shrunk. This information is usually printed on the 
selvage. If not, preshrink at home by soaking in warm 
water over night or until all parts are thoroughly 
soaked, hang up and allow to drip until ready to 
press. Lining material must also be pre-shrunk. 
Again study the printed information on the sel-
vage. If the words "vat dyes" are used it means that 
the colors are fast to sunlight and laundrying, pro-
vided a strong soap is not used. 
Draw drapes may extend to the floor or to the 
bottom of the apron. It is usually better to hang them 
*Extension Home Management Specialist 
over the wall rather than the window. They will 
make the room and the window seem larger if they 
are carried to the ceiling and exte_nd over the wall 
space on either side of the window. 
The secret to professional looking drapes lies in 
accurate measurements. 
Drapes must be cut and measured on a flat, level 
surface large enough to accommodate the entire 
drape. If you have no table surface as large as this 
you may buy a piece of wall board or compo board. 
The material can be held firmly in place while meas-
uring and cutting by sticking the pins directly into 
the board through the fabric. However the floor is 
satisfactory, though less convenient. 
Check and double check the measurements be-
fore cutting. 
Measure from top most point to bottom point 
your drapery is intended to reach. Add enough for a 
two or three inch double hem at bottom and three to 
five inches at top for heading. If there is no heading 
the amount allowed for the top will be less. When a 
valance or cornice is used a heading is not necessary. 
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Ample drapes of inexpensive materials look bet-
ter than skimpy ones of costly fabrics. Always use a 
full width of material if possible. 
Generally speaking, draw drapes of light weight 
material should be twice as wide as the full width to 
be covered. Heavier materials should be one and a 
half to one and three fourths as wide as the full width 
of window. 
When using figured material, allow for matching 
design on all widths. You will need the length of the 
repeat in the design for each pair of draperies. Exam-
ple, if the repeat is 26 inches you will need an extra 26 
inches of fabric for each window in order to have the 
pattern repeats appear opposite each other on a pair 
of draperies. 
A 50 inch width of material is reduced to 25 inch-
es when the selvages have been removed and pinch 
pleats are added. 
Draperies are nearly always lined. It protects the 
fabric from the sun and dust. It prevents light from 
showing through the drapes and it makes them hang 
better and adds to the appearance from the outside. 
Unlined draperies are satisfactory if the fabric is 
the same on both sides, if it is pleasing when the sun 
shines through it, or if they do not extend over the 
glass panes. · 
Sateen or muslin, either the bleached or un-
bleached are usually used as lining materials. 
Use the same method for deciding yardage for 
lining fabrics as that used for measuring drapery ex-
cept that allowances need not be made for such deep 
hems. 
Make sure your crosswise cutting is straight by 
drawing out a thread and cutting along the drawn 
line. 
Cut off all selvages so seams will not pucker. 
Place a strip of buckram, tailors canvas or crino-
line two inches below the top of drapery, turn the two 
inches over the buckram and catch stitch. The buck-
ram should be as deep as you want the heading and 
the width of the drapery minus the one inch side 
seams. Headings vary from three inches for average 
size windows to five or six inches for very high 
windows. 
Turn in the back side edges one inch and stitch 
with an invisible, loose stitch. Put a two or three inch 
double hem in the bottom. The corners are mitered to 
reduce bulk. 
The lining is tacked to the drapery through the 
center. 
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- The lining is cut one inch wider and l½ inch 
longer than the finished drapery. A 2½ inch hem is 
put in the bottom. The hemmed lining is then laid 
face up on the wrong side of the drapery so that 
one inch of the drapery shows across the bottom. 
Fold the lining back on itself precisely along the cen-
ter and catch it to the drapery about every six inches 
down the lengthwise of the drapery. Keep the thread 
loose. Turn the edges of the lining under at the sides 
so that a half inch of the drapery shows. Turn top 
edge under one-half inch. Slip stitch lining to the 
drapery except at the bottom. 
On the light weight materials the lining may be 
stitched to the drapery by machine. The lining is cut 
the same as above. Selvages are removed from drap-
ery and lining. Lay the two pieces together right sides 
facing. Stitch with a loose stitch. Clip seams every six 
inches to prevent puckering. Press seams. Turn right 
side out. Hem top c!-5 previously explained. Keep bot-
tom of lining and drapery separate. 
To determine the amount of material to be put 
into pleats, subtract the length of the rod and around 
the curved end from the width of material. A pleat 
should be made near each side hem and the others dis-
tributed evenly in the remaining space. 
Pleats should be made in uneven numbers. For a 
36-inch material three or five pleats are sufficient, 
wider materials take five to nine pleats. The amount 
The Steps in Making a French Pleat: Make a deep pleat, divide 
into three smaller ones, sew them together two or three inches 
from the upper edge. 
of material to be taken up in pleats is divided by the 
number of pleats, to determine the number of inches 
in each pleat. 
The first pleat is marked two inches from the cen-
ter edge and the second pleat three inches from the 
outer edge. Complete these two pleats. Measure exact 
center between the two outside pleats. 
The two remaining pleats are marked at center 
between the outside and center pleats. Fold, pin, 
baste, and stitch each pleat down three to five inches 
from top of curtain. 
Pinch each stitched pleat into three small pleats 
and tack the group l½ to 3 inches from top of the 
curtain depending on depth, weight and style of top 
finish. 
Good hardware is economical and a well made 
drapery deserves the best. 
There are single, double, and triple rods for glass 
curtains, glass curtains and drapes, and criss cross 
curtains. 
Drapery can be hung on rods with hooks which 
slip under the stitched part at the back of each pleat. 
There is also a pleater with hook attachment which 
holds the pleats in without stitching. 
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